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which not only benefits Kern County, but Cali-
fornia and the United States. 

It is time for Congress to take decisive ac-
tion to help ensure that Americans have reli-
able and affordable renewable electricity. A 
long-term extension of the PTC would help en-
sure that we can maximize the potential of our 
American renewable energy resources, such 
as wind, and create thousands of new, skilled 
jobs, both in manufacturing and engineering in 
this country. 
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VIOLENCE IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 26, 2009 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise this 
evening to join political leaders of Northern 
Ireland in condemning the recent murders of 
two British soldiers and a British police officer 
in Northern Ireland. 

Two dissonant republican groups, the Con-
tinuity I.R.A. and the Real I.R.A., have claimed 
responsibility for the attacks. The first, on a 
Saturday evening, occurred when two British 
soldiers guarding a base outside of Antrim 
were gunned down. Two pizza delivery work-
ers were also tragically injured in the attack. 
The second attack came on a recent Monday 
when gunmen shot a member of the Police 
Service of Northern Ireland on duty near Bel-
fast. 

This small group of political dissidents is not 
representative of the overall peace and unity 
that so many have worked so hard for since 
the Good Friday Agreement was signed in 
1998. They should not be allowed to return us 
to the days of the Troubles. 

I call on anyone with information on those 
who perpetrated these attacks to come for-
ward so that justice can be served. Foolish at-
tacks such as these will not put a stop to the 
peace process that has been gaining momen-
tum over the last ten years in Northern Ire-
land. 

With the news that three political dissidents 
were arrested this past weekend, I hope all 
can work towards bringing justice to these 
senseless murders. The arrests stirred riots by 
those supportive of the individuals being pros-
ecuted. No matter what their political alle-
giance, these rioters should allow the police to 
do what is necessary to charge those that 
committed these crimes. 

Since the power-sharing government was 
reinstated in May 2007, the political process 
has taken great strides forward. The people of 
Northern Ireland must pull together and en-
sure that the cowards who committed these 
crimes aren’t successful in allowing their 
wrongs to be a political statement. After years 
of aggression, peace has clearly prevailed 
over violence in Northern Ireland and these 
heinous attacks will not change that. 

I stand in solidarity with those who silently 
protested these murders last Wednesday in 
Belfast. These thousands of protesters across 
the province demonstrate that no amount of 
senseless violence will fracture the unity of the 
people in the North of Ireland. 

Furthermore, it is important that violence not 
beget violence. Retaliation by those in the 
Protestant community will only exacerbate this 
disgraceful spell of terrorism. Peace will ulti-
mately prevail in Northern Ireland. 

With the mutual condemnation of these at-
tacks from both sides of the political spectrum, 
I am hopeful that Martin McGuinness and 
Peter Robinson will take the lead in reinforcing 
their commitment to peace in the province. 

Events like these recent attacks represent 
the past in the North of Ireland. We must be 
focused on developing the economy in the 
North of Ireland, educating children, and train-
ing workers—not reverting to the bloody vio-
lence of the past. 

Madam Speaker, I hope my colleagues will 
join me in denouncing this recent disturbing 
and senseless violence in Northern Ireland. 
With all of the progress made since the Good 
Friday Agreement in 1998, the people of 
Northern Ireland will only accept peace as the 
answer. We must not allow these murderers to 
be successful in disrupting that goal. 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 26, 2009 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the City of Hun-
tington Beach on its one hundredth anniver-
sary. One of the most beautiful, comfortable, 
successful, clean, and vibrant cities of Amer-
ica has transformed itself from a tiny oil-pro-
ducing and cow-grazing piece of land, into the 
vibrant metropolis it is today. The home to 
nearly 200,000 people, Huntington Beach, CA 
has become a great example of what cities 
across America should strive to be. 

Anybody who has ever strolled along the 
boardwalk, played volleyball in the sand, 
surfed the waves, trekked out over the pier 
and watched the sun set know that they are 
experiencing something special. But leisure is 
not the only thing valued in Surf City, USA. 
The city has established a commitment to 
education with 35 elementary schools, five 
high schools, as well as two community col-
leges within the city’s limits. The people of 
Huntington Beach are also very hard workers 
who have labored to contribute a great deal to 
their city, state, country, and world. The city 
plays host to a diverse range of industry, from 
low-tech to high-tech aerospace, among them 
The Boeing Company. The city is also home 
to part of the upper stage of the Saturn V 
rocket, which was engineered and built by 
Douglas Aircraft (later McDonnell Douglas), 
which took the first American flights to the 
moon. 

I must point out another aspect to this city 
that is near and dear to my heart, as the 
Chairman of the unofficial, yet powerful, 
House Surfers Caucus. Visit Huntington 
Beach, and within a short distance of each 
other, you will find the International Surfing 
Museum, the Surfing Hall of Fame, the Surfing 
Walk of Fame, Quicksilver, and my personal 
favorite, Jack’s Surfboards. Every year, thou-
sands gather on its beaches for the yearly 
U.S. Open of Surfing Contest. Although I’m 
not a competitor, it does not prevent me from 
getting up early in the morning, whenever I 
can, to join other surfers in the area, beyond 
the breakline, and hopefully catch a wave or 
two. Surfing adds a unique and important fla-
vor to the local culture, and Huntington Beach 

has indeed earned its designation as Surf 
City, USA. 

Yes, Huntington Beach has much to be 
proud of. The city has so much to offer that 
people from every corner of the world have 
traveled to visit or settle in this beautiful city. 
And who can blame them? Huntington Beach 
boasts one of the most beautiful coastlines in 
the country, amazing weather, and friendly 
and innovative people. Several times, the FBI 
has cited the city as being one of the safest 
communities in the United States. 

Huntington Beach continues its quest for of-
fering a great quality of life and advocating the 
advancement of freedom, fun, and human 
progress. Establishments such as Central 
Park, the Huntington Harbour, the Bolsa Chica 
Ecological Preserve, among others, are a tes-
timony to this dedication. As this great city, 
Surf City, USA, celebrates its centennial, let 
us look to its example and work to emulate its 
success. I congratulate Huntington Beach on 
its centennial. I’m sure the next hundred will 
be just as grand. 
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FAREWELL, BEST WISHES, AND 
THANKS TO AMY SCHICK 

HON. JOHN W. OLVER 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 26, 2009 

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, the Transpor-
tation, Housing and Urban Development Ap-
propriations Subcommittee bid farewell earlier 
this week to Amy Schick who has served as 
the Subcommittee’s Congressional Fellow 
over the past year. Ms. Schick returned to the 
Office of Occupant Protection and Impaired 
Driving at the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, where she will have her next 
assignment as part of the Presidential Man-
agement Fellow program. 

The Transportation Subcommittee was fortu-
nate to have Amy as a part of the Sub-
committee team. She did a superb job re-
searching a variety of transportation issues; 
preparing hearing and briefing materials; and, 
managing the thousands of project requests 
that were submitted to the Subcommittee dur-
ing the fiscal year 2009 appropriations proc-
ess. In addition, Amy had lead staff responsi-
bility for oversight of the budgets of the Sur-
face Transportation Board and the Architec-
tural and Transportation Barriers Compliance 
Board. 

Amy’s organizational skills and unwavering 
positive attitude set a high standard for the 
Subcommittee. Her outstanding commitment 
to public service was evident not only in how 
she performed her duties on the Sub-
committee but also through her dedication and 
brave service in the United States Army Re-
serves. 

I am profoundly grateful for Amy’s service to 
the Subcommittee over the past twelve 
months and I am confident that she will go on 
to achieve great things at the Department of 
Transportation. I, along with my Subcommittee 
staff, wish Amy all the best in her future en-
deavors. 
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